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WINNERS! WINNERS! WINNERS!
WE WOWED ‘EM AT WORLD OF WHEELS!

Cheryl & JD Dauer, Christy & Ron Liebert, Chris Dancer and Mark Seifert.
Getting invited to participate in the World of Wheels is one thing. Winning an award is another. But sweeping the awards puts
you on a whole other level. PACE members raised the bar at the 53 rd annual World of Wheels Motorama held the weekend of
January 24, 25 and 26 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Downtown Pittsburgh. Every member who participated
won at least one award, and no one placed lower than second. Quite an accomplishment for a club that prior to January 14 had
only three confirmed participants. Ron Liebert had planned to take his 1970 ½ Camaro to the show, as did Denny Schreiber. Jeff
Bilka had been working on a project in his shop in conjunction with Pro Comp Custom for most of 2013 which was completed in
time for its debut. But JD Dauer and Mark Seifert found themselves caught up in a whirlwind trying to get their rides ready when
they were asked to participate in a display featuring the five generations of the Chevrolet Camaro. Mother Nature even had a hand
in making the trip to the convention center an adventure by sending a blanket of fresh snow which began falling Thursday and
didn’t let up until Saturday afternoon. But, none of these obstacles was enough to thwart the efforts of our intrepid members, as
they rose to the occasion and garnered top honors during the awards presentations Saturday evening. Christy and Ron Liebert
brought home First Place, Restored Class, Early Years for their Red and White striped beauty, along with Best of Show, Restored.
Ron also received the Humanitarian Award from JD Dauer, as he braved the elements and brought his trailer to The Bat Cave to
pick up Serious Black for JD and Cheryl and deliver him to the convention center floor unblemished. JD was awarded First Place,
Restored, Late Model for his efforts. Mark Seifert and Denny Schreiber were also honored with Second Place, Conservative Hard
Continued on page 3
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In Case You Missed It
A recap of last month’s meeting
February’s meeting was held at King’s Restaurant at the
intersection of I-79 and Rt. 910 in Franklin Park. During this
meeting, it was decided that Fischer House will be the
beneficiary of our fund-raising efforts for the 2014 season.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
What a cold winter so far in the ‘Burgh. The cold
temperatures and snow really get the heart pumping for
warmer days when we can jump in our Camaros and
cruise on down the highway. At least a few members
tackled the weather venturing out in the cold and snow
the last weekend in January. They made a proud and
beautiful display of their babies at the World of Wheels
Show. Congratulations to JD Dauer, Mark and Anna
Seifert, and Denny Schreiber for bringing home a
winner in their respective classes. PACE also picked up
several new members (two who also were show
winners) and one new sponsor. Check out the club’s
website to see pictures of the show and the new sponsor.
PACE is looking forward to a great 2014 season. We
already have a few events in mind but we welcome all of
your suggestions. If you have a lunch, dinner, brunch or
other fun activity in mind, present it at a meeting and we
will run with it. Meetings and events are a great way to
get to know your fellow PACE members. Remember
this is your Club. As we all figured that darn Groundhog
saw his shadow so six more weeks of winter. Hopefully,
those six weeks fly by and we all have a wonderful
summer full of sunshine to enjoy our cars. Don’t forget
your sweethearts on Valentine’s Day and I do not mean
your Camaros. As always, if you have any questions or
suggestions, please do not be shy. Contact me via email
at deneff805@verizon.net or by phone at 412-487-6835.
Thanks.
Jeff

This organization provides comfort homes to veterans and
their families while seeking medical attention, and are located
near military installations or VA Medical Centers across the
country.

Our donation will directly benefit the Pittsburgh

Fischer House. We also discussed the 10th Annual PACE Cruise
to Mars, to be held at Tom Henry Chevrolet on Route 8 in
Bakerstown. This year the cruise will be held on Saturday 19
July from 10 am to 2 pm, and will be an All Chevy Show, with
dash plaques for the first 100 cars registered and a Best of
Show Award. There will be a special area for PACE members to
show off their rides. New Bylaws were introduced to the
membership.

Copies of the bylaws will be emailed to all

members and they are to be voted on at the next meeting.
Eric Ellen from Autoality was on hand to give the membership
information tips on detail products. Autoality will be one of
our sponsors for the 2014 season. Members were reminded
about the brunch scheduled for Sunday 23 February at North
Park Lounge in Cranberry Township. Our next meeting will be
held on Tuesday March 4

th

at this same venue, Kings

Restaurant. We hope you will join us then.
It was said “a picture is worth a thousand words”. Send me your
pictures from cruises, club events, or your Camaro. High resolution
digital images work best.
If you have an idea for a future article, please send it to me for possible
inclusion in a future edition.

Mark your calendars! Friday July
18th Is PACE Night at. . .

Interested in having your car featured? Let me know. Thanks!

Jim
Send your ideas to: jazznurse@comcast.net

Next Meeting: Tuesday 04 March
Kings Restaurant, I 79 & Rt. 910
6:30 PM
Hope to see you there! Bring a friend!
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It’s All About Us!

PACE
Pittsburgh Area Camaro Enthusiasts
We are the Pittsburgh Area Camaro Enthusiasts. A nonprofit club dedicated to the enjoyment and promotion of
all generations of the Chevrolet Camaro. We have
monthly meetings on the first Tuesday of every month at
various venues in the suburban Pittsburgh area. Our
mailing address is:

Top class. Jeff Bilka owns a piece of the two awards for
the more than wild ’51 Willys, which won Best Engine
and Best in Class, Mini 4 X 4. Even one of our sponsors,
Tom Henry Chevrolet, got in to the act with an award for
the Hot Wheels Edition Camaro they brought down.
Stable mates in the Five Generation Camaro Display,
Chris Dancer, owner of a beautiful restored ’69, and Ken
Barth, a ’72, also became winners in more ways than
one…they joined PACE and are now members of a
winning team. And finally, a big thank you a tip of the
hat goes out to John Ballish, who combed the crowds
during the three-day event to sign up nearly a dozen new
PACE members. John also organized our Saturday
evening dinner at Sharp Edge Bistro. Kudos, John! The
53rd annual World of Wheels will forever be known as
The Year of PACE. Congratulations to all our winners.
And if you’re reading this, you must be a member of
PACE, so that makes you a winner, too!

PACE
PO Box
Conway, PA 15027
Our Website: www.pacecamaro.net
Like us on Facebook! PACE Camaro Club

Officers for 2014
President:
Jeff Bilka
Vice-President:
Denny Schreiber
Secretary:
Jim Crnkovic
Treasurer:
AnnaMarie Seifert
Webmasters:
John Ballish, Mark Seifert
Newsletter:
Jim Crnkovic, Editor-in-Chief

This anything-but-mild ’51 Willys is loaded with one-of-a-kind custom
features and is driven by the awesome 327 400 HP Chevrolet power
plant pictured below.

Welcome to our Newest Members!
John Ball
Kevin & Kathleen Langer
Ken Barth
Jason Mull
Rick George
Ron Vergerio
Michael Griswold
Kevin Voytosh
Terri & Darryl Groseclose
James Whitten
Bruce Harvey
Michael Woolf
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Let’s Hit The Slots While They’re Hot!

The Sports Car Club of America Turns 70
You may be thinking to yourself, “o.k., that’s nice. But I
drive an AMERICAN car. What’s that have to do with me?”
It might interest you to know it has everything to do with
you. On February 26, 1944 a group of seven men got together
in Boston, Massachusetts for the purpose of forming a club to
encourage competition of and foster the preservation of sports
cars in America. Their very first order of business was to
come up with a definition of what the club considers a sports
car. The following is taken from the minutes of that meeting:
“Our definition, therefore, includes any quality car which was
built primarily for sports motoring as opposed to mere
transportation. In other words, any car which rates higher
than average in construction and engineering and which
preferably, has open body work.”
Let’s see now, encourage competition, preservation of older
models, engineered for reasons other than transportation.
Does that sound like anything you may have in your garage?
Notice, if you will, what the definition does not say. It makes
no mention of the number of seats, or where the car is built.
So by very definition, the Chevrolet Camaro, along with its
cousin the Corvette, is most definitely considered sports cars.
Since a tragic accident in the 1955 24 Hours of Le Mans
killed 84 people, the AAA, (yup, the same Triple A that
people call to jump their battery or change a flat) decided to
end their involvement in racing, the SCCA has grown to be
the largest sanctioning body for professional, as well as
amateur motor sports racing on the continent. They have
given us the Can-Am Series, the Trans Am, the International
Race of Champions (IROC), and drivers such as Carroll
Shelby, Roger Penske, Mark Donohue and others have cut
their teeth at SCCA events held at such fabled tracks as
Sebring, Watkins Glen, VIR and Daytona. The Trans Am
series became the longest-running professional road racing
series in American history, running from 1966 to 2006 before
taking a three year hiatus, and was primarily know because of
its hard-fought battles between the pony cars of AMC,
Chevrolet, Dodge, Ford and Pontiac.

I’m not talking about a night at the casino. I’m talking
about Slotcar racing. A recent article in the McKnight
Journal featured the Pittsburgh Slotcar Racing League
which moved its base of operations from the A.B.
Charles Hobby Shop in Dormont to Legions Hobbies
& Games, 1130 Perry Highway in the Pines Plaza
Shopping Center. After 68 years in Dormont, A.B.
Charles moved to newer, smaller facilities in Peters
Township, which had no room for the slotcar track, so
members of the league began to search for a suitable
location. This was found at Legions. In March of
2013 they began the massive project of dismantling
the track and building it at the new location. The
league began racing competitively again in mid 2013
and are now in full swing. But these are not toy cars.
They are 1/32 scale models and these guys are serious
competitors. They are forever swapping engines,
changing tires and gear set-ups to achieve maximum
performance. Some of the racers have as much
money invested in cars and parts as we do in our
Camaros. The league holds its adult races on Monday
evenings, and they have a junior league on Fridays.
Visitors are welcome to come and see for themselves
how fierce the competition is. The members are more
than willing to share their knowledge and passion for
the sport. I checked it out for myself a couple of
weeks ago, and I have to admit I have a new Camaro
with the Stevenson Livery that I’m learning how to
race. Believe me; it’s not as easy as it looks. The
owner of Legions is willing to make the facility
available for groups, such as PACE, to use for an
evening of racing. He has a limited number of cars
and controllers available for use, and the cost is quite
reasonable. So, how about it? If you’re interested in
trying your skill against other PACE members, let me
know and we can set something up. I can think of no
better way to feed your passion for speed during a
snowy winter in Pittsburgh then to take a few laps at
incredible speeds behind the controls of an exotic
race-inspired slotcar.

The Pontiac Trans Am took its name from the series, and
subsequently paid the SCCA handsomely for the privilege.
The Z28, or Z/28 depending on the model year, with its dstroked 302 CID engine, owes its existence to the Trans Am,
which limited engines to 5 liters at that time. Chevrolet
wanted to enter this market, and with the 327 being the
smallest V-8 offered in the new Camaro, well necessity being
the mother of invention, married this to the 283 which gave
birth to the
Continued on page 5
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Let’s Do Brunch!

Continued from page 4

In keeping with our image as a club with an eating
problem, PACE is sponsoring a brunch. Come and join
us on Sunday, February 23 at the North Park Lounge
on Route 19 in Cranberry Township. The cost is
$11.99 for adults. We’ll meet at 10:00, and the
coffee will be on for those of you who think that’s
early on a Sunday morning. Please let Jeff know how
many will be coming with you. You can email him at
deneff805@verizon.net, or give him a call at
412-487-6835. Let’s Eat!

hybrid and a legend was born. Incidentally, the Corvette
was not eligible for competition in the series because it
only seated two, and thus was born the 2+2 seating
arrangement; two real seats up front, and two rear seats
which only proved suitable for very small children or a
case of Mobil 1.
So, every Camaro owner should at least have some
interest in the Sports Car Club of America, whether it be
watching a race in person or on television, or participating
in one of the many SCCA events for amateurs, such as
Road Rally, Solo or Autocross, down and dirty Rally
Cross, or hill climb events. So join with me in wishing the
SCCA a Happy 70th Birthday! May you have many more!

Looking down the straightaway on the scale track of the Pittsburgh Slotcar Racing League located at Legions Hobbies & Games
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Thanks to Our
SPONSORS
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This Just added: Lunch With PACE! Join us on Saturday, March 22
at Bonnie & Clyde’s, 12087 Perry Highway, right next to Northway
Christian Church, home of the Wexford Starlite Car Cruise.
We’ll meet at 11:30 and imagine we’re sitting in our lawn chairs
beside our Camaros enjoying a perfect summer evening. Please
respond to Denise at deneff805@verizon.net. Don’t miss it!
FFOOD!

Calendar of Events

February 14

Canton Hot Rod and Bike Show

Canton, OH

February 23

Brunch with PACE

North Park Lounge, RT.19 Cranberry Twp.

March 4

Regular PACE Meeting

Kings Restaurant, I-79 & RT. 910

June 7-14

HotRod Power Tour

June 14

Camaro/Mustang Showdown

Quaker Steak and Lube Austintown, OH

Happy Days Car Cruise

Beaver Falls, PA

Camaro Nationals

Frederick, MD

GM Nationals

Carlisle, PA

July 4

CamaroSuperFest

Ypsitanti, MI

July 18

PACE Night at Starlite Cruise

Wexford, PA

July 19

10th Annual PACE Cruise to Mars

Tom Henry Chevrolet, RT. 8 Bakerstown

June 20, 21

New events will be added as they become available, so be sure to check here monthly, or go to our website,

www.pacecamaro.net, our Facebook page, or carcruises.com for the latest information.
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