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Land of the Free, 

Home of the Brave 
Never take for granted that 

Freedom is only possible 

because of those who served 

As we pack away our pumpkins and pink ribbons, 
and tuck away our Camaros for the long, dark days 
of winter, our thoughts turn to turkeys and family 
gatherings and treks trough the woods in search of 
that elusive trophy rack for the game room.  But 
before Thanksgiving arrives, we as a country set 
aside the first weeks of November to honor all 
those men and women who answered the call to 
serve our nation in her armed forces. 

Although the official commemoration of Veteran’s 
Day is the eleventh day of the eleventh month at 
the eleventh hour, many communities throughout 
the fruited plain staged parades and celebrations 
this past weekend in honor of the brave soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and marines who served and are 

  

President’s Message 

It is that time of year when the cruises are dying 

down, the temperature is getting colder, the 

furnaces are turning on, and we are preparing to 

put our Camaros in a safe and warm place for 

winter storage.  Although, there are a few 

members who drive their Camaros all year (brave 

and daring souls), most of us bid farewell and cover 

our beauties for the next couple of months.  It is 

sad to have to do this every year and it might feel 

like you are losing a good friend, but think of the 

joy you get when the cover comes off next spring. 

Elections will take place at the December meeting 

for all officers.  If you enjoy this club and want to 

see it grow, please attend the December meeting 

and cast your vote. 

 

The final menu for the January 3, 2015, Ugly 

Sweater After Christmas Party at the Walnut Grill 

is confirmed.  Come join the fun along with good 

food and great fellowship and see who wins the 

prize for the ugliest sweater.  The cost is $34 per 

person and must be paid by December 13, 2014.  

You can also pay at the December 2nd meeting.  

You will not have to make your dinner choice until 

that night and will be able to choose from a 

marinated sirloin, wild mushroom chicken, lemon 

caper flounder; or salmon balsamico.  You can see 

more details in the newsletters and elsewhere on 

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 3 
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still serving.  If you tuned in to any football games 
on television, you couldn’t help but notice that 
most teams held pre-game or halftime ceremonies 
honoring those in uniform.

 
Can you guess the identity of this dashing young airman? 

Every one of us knows of friends or family 
members who felt called to duty. Perhaps you 
yourself served. In my family I had an uncle who 
perished in Africa in the early days of America’s 
involvement in World War II, and another, who as 
a marine, participated in every major pacific 
campaign beginning at Tarawa and Bougainville 
and culminating in the black sand of Iwo Jima. 
Still another uncle served with honor in Korea and 
Viet Nam.  And I’m sure that you could relate your 
own stories of brothers or fathers or uncles that 
proudly wore the uniform. 

PACE would be remiss if we did not pay homage 
to our own members who answered when duty 
called.  

In 1966 a recent high school graduate decided to 
join the Navy and see the world.  Mike Zdinak 
served in nuclear engineering for 12½ years on 
four different ships including the aircraft carrier 
USS Nimitz.  He crossed the equator twice, did 
two tours in Viet Nam and even did three years as 
a recruiter.  Mike mustered out as a Chief Petty 
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Officer after discovering that touring the globe and 
being a long distance husband and new father had 
its drawbacks.   

Mike did manage to see the world however, having 
cruised the Atlantic, the Pacific and the 
Mediterranean Sea.  In fact, if he would have 
passed through the Panama Canal, he would have 
circumnavigated the globe, something he plans 
complete during his retirement. 

Being the son of a Senior Master Sergeant, you 
would think it would be a natural thing for a son to 
follow in his father’s footsteps and enlist in the 
United States Air Force.  That’s exactly what Ed 
Boots did, although it didn’t exactly make his 
father happy.  Ed’s dad knew well the drawbacks 
of moving your wife and  family across the country 
as well as across the ocean, but that didn’t 
discourage the 17 year old from enlisting just the 
same. 

Ed celebrated his 18th birthday during his basic 
training at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas.  It 
seemed that Ed had an aptitude for nuclear missile 
guidance systems, and the Air Force had wanted 
him to crew the Minute Man land based, silo 
launched Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles.  But 
as Ed explained, he has claustrophobia, and so was 
instead trained on the short range attack missiles 
(SRAMS) which were carried by both the B-52 
long range and the FB-111 medium range 
bombers. 

So, fresh out of school with his rating as a Missile 
Systems Analysis Specialist, Ed and his new bride 
Marla were on their way to Ellsworth Air Force 
Base in Rapid City, SD.  No place for a Carolina 
girl to spend her winters.  Along the way, Ed 
received additional training on the Tomahawk 
Cruise Missiles which were about to come online. 
This training is what ultimately kept Ed from re-
enlisting after his four years were up. 

Normally as a perk to keep you in the service, you 
are offered a posting at a base of your preference 
when you sign on the dotted line.  However, the 
cruise missiles were to be deployed first at, you 
guessed it, Ellsworth AFB in South Dakota.  So, 
Marla gave Ed an ultimatum, 

 

 and no more winters were spent in Rapid City. 

 

Continued on page 5 
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It’s All About Us! 
 

PACE 
Pittsburgh Area Camaro Enthusiasts 
We are a nonprofit club dedicated to the enjoyment 
and promotion of all generations of the Chevrolet 
Camaro.  We meet the first Tuesday of every month at 
6:30 at various venues throughout the suburban 
Pittsburgh area.  Our mailing address is: 

 
PACE     
P.O.Box 15150     
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-5421 
Our website: www.pacecamaro.net 
Like us on Facebook! PACE Camaro Club 
 

 

 

Officers for 2014  

 

 

President:                Jeff Bilka 

Vice President:     Denny Schreiber 

Secretary:           Jim Crnkovic 

Treasurer:              AnnaMarie Seifert 

Board Member At-Large            Mike Zdinak 

Webmasters:             John Ballish, Mark Seifert 

Newsletter:       Jim Crnkovic, Editor-in-chief 

 

Next Meeting: 
Tuesday December 3rd 

Kings Restaurant I 79 & RT 910 
Franklin Park, PA 

6:30 
Election of Officers for 2015! 

the website. 

 

As always, this is your club.  We value your input 

and want to hear from you regarding activities and 

any suggestions you might have.  Don't be shy.  

We can only continue to grow as a club if you 

participate. 

 

I want to thank all the veterans for everything you 

have done to protect us and give us the freedoms 

we enjoy today.  We all are indebted to you. 

As the days get shorter, there is still plenty of 

football and hockey to keep us busy and help us 

get through these next few months.  As we gather 

with our friends and family for Thanksgiving, 

remember to count your blessings and give 

thanks.  Everyone always, always has something 

to be thankful for. 

 

Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving to everyone. 

 

Jeff  
 

In Case You Missed It 
 

Highlights from the November Meeting 
 

Denny Schreiber reported that the World of Wheels is 
allotting PACE 12 spaces for Camaros at their January show.  
See details elsewhere in this newsletter.  Jim Crnkovic ran 
down the list of proposed bylaw changes recommended by 
the executive board.  These changes are a result of the 
membership’s decision to change the way dues are 
collected at the August meeting.  The changes appear in red 
below: 
 
Article III – Governing Body/Board 

B. Duties of Officers include but are not limited to: 

Secretary:  Shall handle all club correspondence and 

documents, record minutes of monthly and special meeting 

and report such at the following meeting, maintain an up-to-

date roster of club members, prepare a warrant for all 

outstanding bills and present to the treasurer for payment. 

Treasurer: Shall receive all Club monies; maintain accurate 

accounts of bank deposits and withdrawal of Club monies; 

create and send out invoices for advertising on Club website 

and newsletter; pays bill in a timely manner after receiving 

proper warrant from club secretary; prepares written 

monthly report to be given at monthly meeting.  The 

secretary shall receive a copy of this report to be included 

with the minutes. 

Webmaster:  Delete entire clause 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1 
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http://www.pacecamaro.net/
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UGLY SWEATER AFTER CHRISTMAS PARTY 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 2015 

6:00 - 10:00 p.m. 

 

AT 

 

 
 

12599 Perry Highway, Wexford, PA  15090 

All dinners will include:  House salad, your choice of entree (Marinated Sirloin, Wild 

Mushroom Chicken, Lemon Caper Flounder, or Salmon Balsamico), vegetable du jour, 

baked potato or orzo rice pilaf, coffee, tea, soft drinks, and cake for dessert.  You will make 

your dinner choice the night of the party.  Cost is $34 per person. 

Please send a copy of this form along with your check to:  PACE, P.O. Box 15150, 

Pittsburgh, PA  15237 by December 13, 2014 or you can pay at the December 2nd meeting. 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

 

NAME(S): ________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://djiqd110ru30i.cloudfront.net/upload/921804/pattern/28210/full_5294_28210_UglyChristmasSweatersIII_1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.craftsy.com/pattern/embroidery/hand-embroidery/ugly-christmas-sweaters-iii/28210&h=560&w=980&tbnid=7JDpE6k7CyGmmM:&zoom=1&docid=XeMVBNk6CpGaTM&ei=-eTnU5UHlqzIBLCYgOAH&tbm=isch&ved=0CBAQMygIMAg4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=347&page=3&start=86&ndsp=48
http://walnutgroverestaurant.com/
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no more winters in South Dakota. So Ed 
became a veteran of the cold war (Pun intended).  
He left the service as a Senior Airman. 
 
JD Dauer, while himself not a veteran, is no 
stranger to military life.  His father served a stint in 
the army reserves before he was born, and then 
decided to go back in after his family had grown 
where he did some time as a drill instructor before 
retiring as Sergeant First Class. 
 

These by no means are the only stories of military 
service by PACE members and their families, 
which go to prove that, like the Greatest 
Generation, there are scores of men and women 
who quietly went about doing their duty to serve 
their country. And when their job was through, just 
as quietly returned to civilian life to resume their 
careers and raise their families, never asking for 
accolades.  That is the spirit of America, following 
the example of the Minute Men and the Green 
Mountain Boys, willing to fight for freedom to 
ensure that this great nation of ours remains strong 
and committed to being the Land of the Free and 
the Home of the Brave. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article IV – Membership 

A  Membership in PACE is opened to any persons 

who have an interest in Camaros.  Camaro 

ownership is not mandatory for membership.  A 

membership consists of an individual, a couple, or 

a family.  A twenty dollar initiation fee shall be 

collected at the time of application, and shall entitle 

the member to all benefits of membership including 

membership cards, monthly newsletter and free, 

PERSONAL ads such as cars and/or parts for sale 

on Club website and newsletter.  No further monies 

shall be collected from new members until the 

collection of annual dues by June 30
th

, regardless 

when the member joined. 

B Annual dues of twenty for all members, other than 

life members, are payable by June 30
th

 of each year. 

A thirty-day grace period shall be granted to those 

delinquent, and such members will be listed in the 

July edition of the Club newsletter.  Members who 

fail to pay their annual dues by July 31 shall 

automatically be dropped from the Club roster.  

Anyone who had been dropped from the roster can 

apply for membership by paying the twenty dollar 

initiation fee. 

C Anyone who has been an active member of the 

Club for twenty consecutive years from the date of 

their initial application shall be granted the status of 

Life Member, and shall thereafter be exempt from 

annual dues. 

Article V-Meetings 

E The executive board shall meet at any time deemed 

necessary by any member of the board.  All five 

board members must be present for a board 

meeting, and all activity discussed at the board 

meeting shall be reported to the membership at the 

next regular meeting. 

 

Nomination for Officers for 2015 were held, and in a sorry 
display of apathy, no one accepted the nomination for 
President or Treasurer.  Denny Schreiber was nominated for 
Vice president and Jim Crnkovic was nominated for 
Secretary. 
 

 

If you feel as if you’re missing out on important club issues, 
come to the next meeting a let your voice be heard!  This is 
YOUR club.  Play an active role in charting its future. 

 

 

World of Wheels 
wants you! 

 
 

Continued from page 3 

Come to the meeting 
on December 2nd 

and cast your 
ballot for Club 

officers for 2015! 
 

Thank 
You 

Veterans 
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World of Wheels 
Wants You! 

 
Pace TO HAVE AN EVEN BIGGER 

PRESENCE IN 2015 
The 2015 edition of the World of Wheels Autorama 

Cavalcade of Customs car show is headed to 

Pittsburgh and they want you.  Or, your Camaro at 

least. 

 

The annual custom car show is slated for January 24th, 

25th and 26th at the David L. Lawrence Convention 

Center in Downtown Pittsburgh, and PACE has been 

allotted 12 spaces for a Camaro display.  Denny 

Schreiber reports they would like to have all 

generations and special editions represented.  The 

show’s producers would also like to enlist the help of 

PACE in setting up Wednesday and Thursday. 

 

In addition to the $50.00 registration fee, your 

application must include photographs of your car from 

¾ view front, ¾ view rear as well as interior and 

engine bay shots. 

 

Denny has extended the invitation to NEOCC 

members as well.  Applications are due no later than 

January 5, 2015.  

  

Here is another stellar opportunity to get the word out 

about PACE and increase the clubs visibility beyond 

northern Allegheny, Beaver and Butler counties. 

 

So, what are you waiting for?  Get your application in 

today.  Your car may be the next chosen to join the 

growing list of award winning entries from PACE.  

Please contact Denny with any questions. 

Autocross 
Roundup 

The curtain comes down on the 
2014 Autocross Season for 
the North Hills Sports Car 

Club 
 

As the 2014 autocross season came to its 
conclusion, two things were immediately 
apparent; the CAM classification was a success, 
and PACE members have made their presence 
known to the North Hills Sports Car Club. 
 
After two Sundays of gray skies and colder than 
normal temperatures which made for less than 
ideal race conditions, drivers were rewarded 
with just about the best weather you could 
hope for on the last Sunday in October.  Blue 
skies and brilliant sunshine drove 
temperatures into the high 60s as 95 drivers 
took on a very fast course. 
 
JD (don’t call me Mike) Dauer, driving his 
grocery getter, a 2009 Volkswagen Rabbit, 
chased a Honda Fit all day as he tried 
unsuccessfully repeat his first place finish in H 
Street class.  Meanwhile in CAM, six drivers and 
four cars (you figure that out) battled it out for 
top honors.  But Eddie proved to be too much 
for Dave Stoner’s C5 Corvette, as he turned in a 
blistering 39.451 second run besting the Vette 
by a whopping .539 seconds.  But wait, it wasn’t 
this writer that pushed Eddie to the limits, but 
it was co-driver Kurt Emigh who piloted the 
ZL1 to take first in class and left Eddie’s owner 
holding the bag in a distant 4th place on a day 
where a mere .893 seconds was the difference 
between the top 10 finishers. 
 
 Personally, I feel that the best news to come 
out of the season was the rock steady 
performance of Roy Alger in his 1980 Z28,  

Continued on page 8 
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Ashley.  Each week, Roy came out and worked 
his way around the course to turn in a 
consistent time run after run.  As the season 
progressed, his performance improved, 
keeping his mistakes to a bare minimum.   
 
Roy proved exactly what the officials of the 
SCCA were hoping to prove; that by creating 
the Classic American Muscle classification with 
its simple, no-nonsense rules, they would open 
up the sport to an yet untapped pool of car 
owners who would then compete on a level 
playing field.  A place where someone like Roy 
could drive a 34 year old car to a very 
respectful season finish without any required 
modifications to the car, or inflicting any 

damage on a classic vehicle.  Using the car for 
what is was designed to do, and all for a mere 
$25.00 per race. 
 
So while winter rears its ugly head, there are 
some of us who just can’t wait for spring when 
we can once again spend our Sunday taking in 
the sights and sounds of Detroit muscle chasing 
around orange cones at North Park.  And 
hoping that a few more PACE members will 
join us pushing our Camaros to the limit, trying 
to prove that the Chevrolet Camaro is truly a 
sports car to be reckoned with. 
 

 
 

 
 

JD Dauer, Roy Alger and Ashley enjoying the last autocross of the 2014 season.  To quote JD, “sucks it has to end”. 

 

 

 
 

Continues from page 6 
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It’s What We’re All About 
 

When Anna Del Duca had a mishap in her Z28 

Camaro, who did she turn to for advice?  Why she 

sent out an APB to PACE members, of course. 

 

Anna has been a PACE member since September 

of 2009, but to my knowledge the last time she 

attended a meeting was summer in the summer of 

2013.  Sutersville is not an easy commute to the 

North Hills during rush hour traffic.  However, 

she must have taken to heart what it says about the 

purpose of the club “to establish fellowship 

among members and to provide technical 

assistance for all styles and types of Camaros”.  

And that’s exactly what Anna did.

 
 

She solicited advice from members as to where 

she could go to have her car restored to top notch 

condition.  After reviewing the responses she 

visited one of the recommended shops and they 

are now in the process of repairing her damage.  

Anna promises to let us know how things turn out. 

 

So, just in case you forget what we are all about, 

here is a little reminder for you.  PACE is a great 

network for knowledge and information on all 

things Camaro, and we usually know the best 

places to eat as well.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Get well soon! 

 

    From your friends at 

    PACE 
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Thanks to our 

Sponsors 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.tomhenrychevy.com/
http://www.tomhenryracing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/renkustoms
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 STAR  
AUTOMOTIVE       
& Performance 
                               2117 Mt. Troy Road                    

Jeff Bilka                            Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
bluecobra48@verizon.net       412-322-4515 phone 412-916-4830 cell
  
www.starautoperformance.net  412-322-4517 fax 

                                                      

 

 

 

http://www.autoality.com/
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Please remember to tell our sponsors you saw their ad in 

Keeping PACE with the Times.  

Check out our website pacecamaro.net 

Like us on Facebook! 

http://www.procompcustoms.com/

