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The long, hard winter has drawn its last breath

At Last!  Spring Has Arrived!

The vernal equinox may have occurred in the northern hemisphere at 10:45 PM on the 22nd of 
March this  year,  but  someone forgot  to  tell  that  to  Old Man Winter.   In  what  will  surely be 
characterized  as  one  of  the  longest  winters  in  recent  history,  wind  gusts  and  snow  flurries 
continued even as we flipped the calendars over to April.  But all that is behind us now as the 
second weekend of the month brought us blue skies, brilliant sunshine and temperatures soaring to 
near eighty degrees.  Other signs heralding the arrival of spring were noted: daffodils sprang out of 
the ground seemingly overnight, Camaros were uncovered, dusted off and brought into the light of 
day and Chuck and Janet ventured north for the first time in 10 weeks.  In this issue of Keeping 
PACE with the Times, we hope to explore other signs of spring in greater detail in the hope that it 
will get you motivated to get out, get going and get involved.

Street Car Drags Return

Pittsburgh Raceway Park has announced the 
return of street car drags to their monthly race 
schedule beginning Saturday, April 18th from 
7:00 to 11:00.  Last season, this proved to be a 
very popular event for the New Alexandria 
drag strip, with PACE having members 
participating in several nights through the 
summer.  The cost is $25.00 for racers, $10.00 
for spectators.  See the complete schedule 
inside this edition.

RoadRally Reality
To Celebrate the arrival of spring, Matt and Jan 
Snyder took part in the Laurel Run RoadRally.  Here’s 
Matt’s account of their experience. 

My wife, Jan, and I had a great time competing in the 
Laurel Run RoadRallyApril 12th.  We came in dead 
last, but had fun doing it!  The other competitors were 
welcoming and offered some pointers for us 
“newbies”.  There were twelve cars that competed in  
the Laurel Run rally including Jan and myself.

Continued on page 2



Street Car Drags are Back

Pittsburgh Raceway Park Schedule

April 18, EVENT #2 - Street car test and tune. 
Racing 7pm-11 pm 

May 30, EVENT # 2 – Saturday Night Street Drags.  

Gates open 8pm, racing 9pm-1am


June 20, EVENT # 2 – Saturday Night Street Drags.  

Gates open 8pm, racing 9pm-1am


July 25, EVENT # 2 – Saturday Night Street Drags.  

Gates open 8pm, racing 9pm-1am


August 22, EVENT # 2 – Saturday Night Street Drags. 

Gates open 8pm, racing 9pm-1am


September 5, EVENT # 2 – Saturday Night Street Drags. 

Gates open 8pm, racing 9pm-1am

Most 
of the cars were “running full computers” as they called 
it,  measuring and calculating time and distance to  the 
thousandths.  Out of the 250 plus turn instructions, Jan 
and I  only screwed up four,  and we quickly corrected 
after each mistake.  We were quite a bit off the “perfect” 
time and distance we were shooting for, but it was still a 
lot of fun.

The rally was 200 miles through eastern Westmoreland 
and  Northern  counties,  consisting  of  mostly  winding 
back roads and a few jaunts on some more well-beaten 
tracks.   All  of  the  roads  were  paved,  but  the  term 
“paved” was used fairly loosely, as in loose gravel and 
even dirt on some of the more remote sections.  So much 
for my pristine Camaro from the day before.  Oh, well!  
A little dust never hurt anyone!

There was one portion of the course where they had the 
entire group doing figure eights through the streets of the 
town square.  Onlookers had no idea what was going on.  
That gave us a good laugh.  

The first car left the line at 7:01 from the Holiday Inn 
Express in Delmont, PA, and we ended up back at Rick’s 
Sports Bar in Delmont at 3:30 pm.

Jan and I enjoyed ourselves, but we’re not sure if we’ll 
do another time and distance rally.  It was quite mentally 
taxing with the constant calculations and course changes, 
so that's still up in the air.  What we would like to try 
sometime  is  a  “riddle  rally”.   In  this  type  of  rally, 
contestants  are  given  riddles  and  clues  at  each 
checkpoint and must be solved in order to get to the next 
checkpoint.  There is still a time and distance to try and 
meet,  but  it’s  a  lot  more  relaxed.   We  like  solving 
puzzles, so that might be our next endeavor. 

At any rate, the rally was a lot of fun, and gave me an 
excuse to get out and drive my Camaro all day.  Who 
wouldn’t love that?

Continued from page 1

 Join us for our next 
meeting 

Tuesday May 5th 
at

Paradise Island and Bowl 
7601 Island Avenue 

Neville Island
Come for dinner, meeting at 6:30 sharp 

This marks the first of their weekly 
cruise-ins

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo on the Island, mon!
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Officers for 2015  

President:           Jim Crnkovic 
Vice President:     Denny Schreiber 
Secretary:              Sue Ritchey 
Treasurer:              AnnaMarie Seifert 
Board Member At-Large            Mike Zdinak 
Newsletter:        Jim Crnkovic, Editor-in-Chief

The Prez Sez…

Remember that you read it here first.  In this 
column last month, I told you spring would 
arrive, and that it has. By now this first 
autocross is history, Jim Ritchey was spotted 
driving his Z28 with the T top out, and I hope by 
now everyone has their Camaro out of storage 
and ready to hit the cruises, car shows and 
whatever else may come your way.  This edition 
of the newsletter is celebrating spring by trying 
to give you a taste of the many things that are 
available in the area to do whether you 
interested in motorsports, cruises, whatever.  Is 
there something you would like to try as a 
group outing?  Let us know.  The possibilities 
are only limited by your own imagination. 

In May, our meeting will be held at the Paradise 
Island Bowl, which holds a weekly cruise every 
Tuesday.  The Sunday before our meeting, 
however, we are going to be hosting a kick-off 
picnic at Henderson Grove in North Park, 
across the street from the playground in the 
Swimming pool parking lot.  PACE will be 
providing sandwiches and the paper products 
and we are asking all those coming to bring a 
side or a desert to share.  Email Sue Ritchey at 
ritcheyjim@aol.com if you plan on attending 
and what you are going to bring.  Please note 
that there will be an autocross running that day, 
so between that, the playground and the newly 
constructed deck hockey rink, there will be 
plenty to keep any little ones amused.  That 
also means that parking will be tight to say the 
least, so you may want to bring the family ride 
rather than your Camaro.  But, please don’t let 
that deter you from coming out, saying hello 
and enjoying some sunshine.  There will be 
plenty of opportunities to show and tell in the 
weeks and months ahead.  Hope everyone will 
make an effort to attend.  Until next month… 

Keep on the go.. with Atlantic 

 Jim

It’s All About Us!
PACE

Pittsburgh Area Camaro Enthusiasts                                        
We  are  a  nonprofit  club  dedicated  to  the 
enjoyment and promotion of all generations of the 
Chevrolet Camaro.  We meet the first Tuesday of 
every month at 6:30 at various venues throughout 
the  suburban  Pittsburgh  area.   Our  mailing 
address is:

PACE  
P.O.Box 15150
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-5421
Our website: www.pacecamaro.net

Like us on Facebook!
 PACE Camaro Club

mailto:ritcheyjim@aol.com
http://www.pacecamaro.net
http://www.pacecamaro.net
mailto:ritcheyjim@aol.com
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From Bicycles to the Board 
Room: 

One man’s success story

If you would ask Adam Pitale what his title is, he might 
say “Chief Detailer.”  Because, in his mind, that is first 
and foremost what he is; a bonfire shine freak.  He also 
just happens to be the founder and president of one of 
the  most  successful  lines  of  car  care  products  in  the 
nation, Adam’s Premium Care Car.     But it’s not as 
simple  as  it  sounds.   The  company  which  bears  his 
name is a culmination of work he began when he was 

nine years old, and he is not finished yet.  
Adam didn’t like his socks to get greasy from the chain 
of  his  bicycle,  so  he  would  remove  it  to  soak  in 
gasoline.  With the chain bright and freshly oiled, the 
rest of the bike didn’t look up to par, so he washed and 
waxed it and before too long, he started Adam’s Bicycle 
Repair and Cleaning. By the time he reached age 10, his 
business had evolved into washing and waxing cars in 
the neighborhood.When he was 12 years old, Adam had 
hired  his  first  employee,  a  16  year  old  from  the 
neighborhood  with  a  driver’s  license,  which  allowed 
him to enter the mobile detailing business, specializing 
in limousine fleets.

When it comes to detailing, Adam Pitale is not just 
another pretty face.

Adam ran this business through his high school and 
college days and upon graduation he sought and was 
successful in landing the Coca-Cola account.  It was 
here that Adam and his team engineered a plan to 
detail 3,400 vehicles every two years.

The  experience  Adam  gained  with  the  Coca-Cola 
fleet  required  him  to  re-examine  the  process  by 
which  vehicles  were  detailed,  combining  various 
products and techniques, always looking for ways to 
make the operation  more efficient.  Not completely 
satisfied with the products available  on the market 
and necessity being the mother of invention, Adam 
began  experimenting  with  chemicals,  formulating 
his  own  products  which  he  began  selling  at  the 
Orange County Swap Meet in Southern California.  
If anyone would have told Adam back then that his 
bicycle  repair  and  cleaning  enterprise  would 
eventually  morph  into  a  nationally  distributed  car 
care product not without renown, I suspect he would 
have asked you what you had been smoking, but that 
is exactly what transpired.

But in his heart, Adam is still a shine freak and he 
loves to demonstrate how you can become just  as 
proficient  as  he.  Adam will  be putting on a detail 
clinic as part of the Grabiak Performance Center’s 
Spring  Expo  on  Saturday,  April  25th  at  Grabiak 
Chevrolet  in New Alexandria,  PA.  This will  be a 
thre hour hands-on demonstration that will illustrate 
the results you can achieve using his products and 
methods.  Since 2012, this author has used nothing 
but Adam’s products on his ZL1 as well as cars he 
has detailed with stunning results.  So, take a drive 
out  to  New  Alexandria  and  check  out  the  detail 
clinic.  You won’t be disappointed.

What’s the matter with kids today? 
If you ask Ed Smetana, he will tell you “nothing”, 
at least as far as one of his grandchildren is 
concerned.  Brady Gavula, Ed’s grandson, has a 
f r iend who was diagnosed wi th Ju veni le 
Arthritis, a disease with effects 300,000 kids 
and 50 million Americans.  Brady has decided to 
join the Walk to Cure Arthritis and set a goal of 
$250.00 for himself.  Please visit Brady’s 
donat ion page at kintera.org and consider 
supporting him in his effort to help find a cure for 
this crippling disease.

http://kintera.org
http://kintera.org
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In Case You Missed It 
A recap of April’s Meeting

Twenty-six members attended the 
April 7th meeting held at North Park 
Lounge Clubhouse.  The roll call of 
offices showed Vice-President Denny 
Schreiber and Treasurer AnnaMarie 
Seifert absent. Progress for our 
upcoming cruise was discussed.  John 
Roper has been booked to handle the 
DJ duties, JD is working on a design 
for the dash plaques and Mike Zdinak 
went over some of the areas which 
need further investigation.  The 
membership roster turned into a 
bigger problem than first believed, and 
Jim reported he will have a completed 
roster for the next meeting.  Three of 
our sponsors have renewed for 2015.  
The remaining three will have their 
ads removed from both the website 
and the newsletter.  The website has 
not been updated since the end of 
January.  John Ballish said he is no 
longer involved and could not speak to 
as why.  Jim did not know John was no 
longer involved and said the website is 
our “face” to the public and needs to 
have current information, and is not 
acceptable that way it is.  Matt Snyder 
and Zach Chico both said they are 
willing to work on the website.  Jim 
R i t c h e y r e p o r t e d o n G r a b i a k 
Chevrolets upcoming Spring Expo, Jim 
Crnkovic reported on the Kick-off 
Picnic and Mike asked if the club was 
interested in attending a Pirates game 
again,  and the membership would like 
to try that on a weeknight evening.  
Mike will come back with details.

Janet and Chuck Cvitkovic have once 
again extended an invitation to host 
our Cruise to Conneaut Saturday 
August 15th with the rain date of 
Sunday August 16th.  Next month’s 
meeting will be held at Paradise 
Island Bowl on Neville Island.

Spring Kick-off 2015 
Sunday, May 3rd 
Henderson Grove 

11:00 until ???
Please come out and welcome spring at 
North Park with PACE.  Sandwiches and 
paper products will be supplied.  Please 
bring a side or a desert to share. This is a 
family event, children and grandchildren are 
welcome. You can watch some autocross, 
there is a playground for the kids, and 
plenty of time to catch up with old friends.  
P lease R.S.V.P. to Sue R itchey at 
ritcheyjim@aol.com.  Be sure to let her 
know what you will be bringing. Be there!!!

Flashlight Drags 
Street Racing without the jail time! 

2015 RACE SCHEDULE 
May 31 - Sunday - Waynesburg 
June 28 - Sunday - Waynesburg 

July 11 - Saturday - SPECIAL EVENT 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix @  
Pittsburgh Int'l Race Complex  

July 26 - Sunday - Waynesburg 
July 31 - Friday - Pitt Race *Tentative* 

August 30 - Sunday - Waynesburg 
September 12 -Saturday - Waynesburg

http://aol.com
http://aol.com
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Cone 
Crushers

Fill up the tank, Ma!  I’m goin’ out n’ kill me some 
cones!

They sprout up every spring, and there doesn’t 
seem to be anyway of stopping them.  Orange 
cones.  They line the parkways, the interstates, the 
back roads.  Orange cones are everywhere.  
Sometimes, wouldn’t you like to plow though a 
whole line of them?  But that would be rather 
expensive, as fines are doubled in construction 
zones.  Well, there is one place where you can hit 
all the cones you want without having to pay a fine.  
You'll just get assessed a 2 second penalty for every 
one you hit.  Of course, I’m talking about 
Autocross.  It’s that time again, time to go cone 
hunting. 

Sunday April 12th was as pretty a spring morning 
as you’ll get, and 131 drivers heeded the call and 
headed out to North Park for first event of the 
North Hills Sports Car Club’s spring season. That’s 
a record new record for an opening event if you’re 
into statistics.  And PACE was well represented with 
4 members driving, another who let one of his fleet 
be driven, and three PACE member’s off-springs.  
Who says we’re just a club that’s interested in 
getting something to eat? 

The Classic American Muscle class was composed 
of 7 entries, all Camaros and Mustangs, with 
another half a dozen or so that chose to compete in 
other classes.  The CAM class is proving to be 
exactly was the SCCA hoped it would be, a vehicle 
to get people interested in coming out and running 
autocross without having to worry about rules and 
specifications.  If it’s an American car by one of the 
Big Three automakers, front engine, rear wheel 
drive and has current inspection and registration, 
it’s eligible for CAM. 

The course design was a fast one, just the type you’d 
hope for if you had brought a car that doesn’t run on 
rubber band power.  To put this course into 
perspective, the 131 drivers made a total of 518 runs 
on the course, with only 7 cars being called off 
course and a paltry 87 cones hit the entire day.  
Those figure are usually exceeded before completion 
of the first heat. 

The course was particularly enjoyed by Roy Alger, 
who placed 4th in CAM to amass his first 5 points in 
his career.  All that work Roy did on his suspension 
in the off-season is paying early dividends.  
Congratulations, Roy. 

Some of us enjoyed the course and thought we had a 
pretty good day, until the times were posted and we 
saw just how poorly we did.  That is an excellent 
example of having fun despite the results.   

There are three more events this spring, April 27th, 
May 3rd and May 24th, which is the big fund raiser 
for the Huntington’s Disease Society of America, so 
that’s ample time to come out and give it a try.  
You’ll never know home much fun driving in a 
parking lot is until you’ve killed a couple of cones. 

Saturday, June 20th 
8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Don’t Miss it!
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Calendar of Events      
  

April 25     GPC Spring Expo 9:00 to 2:00   Grabiak  Chevrolet, New Alexandria, PA       
                                                                                            
April 26     NHSCC Autocross #2                                                       North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot 

April 26                Track-X at Pitt Race 12 pm - 4 pm                                         Pitt Race North Track, Wampum, PA 

May 3     NHSCC Autocross #3                                                North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot 

May 3     PACE Kick-off Lunch                                                   Henderson Grove, North Park 

May 5      PACE Monthly Meeting                                                                                  TBA 

May 7                  Track-X at Pitt Race 4 pm – 8 pm                                       Pitt Race North Track, Wampum, PA 

May 16     6th Generation Camaro Unveiling                                                  Belle Isle, Detroit, MI 
  
May 22                               Wexford Starlite Opening Cruise                                                                                   Wexford, PA 

May24           NHSCCAutocross #4  HDSA Fund Raiser                     North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot 

May 25     Cuyahoga Falls Memorial Day Parade                                    Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 

May 31                              Flashlight Drags                                               Waynesburg, PA 

June 2         PACE monthly Meeting                      TBA 

June 13     Camaro vs. Mustang Showdown                                      Mongoose Motor Sports, Ravenna, Ohio 

June 18     Track-X at Pitt Race 4 pm – 8 pm                                       Pitt Race North Track, Wampum, PA 

June 2       Martinsville Motorsports Madness                                   Ridgeway, Virginia 

June 26, 27    Camaro Nationals                                       Frederick, Maryland 

June 28     Flashlight Drags                                  Waynesburg, PA 
    
July 3,4,5    Camaro Superfest                                                       Ypsilanti, MI 

July 5     PVGP Kick-off Rallye                       Schenley Park 

July 7     PACE Monthly Meeting                          TBA 

July 11     PVGP Flashlight Drags               Pitt Race North Track, Wampum, PA 

July 14     PVGP Waterfront Car Cruise                    Homestead, PA 

July 17     PACE Night at Wexford Starlite           Wexford, PA 

July 18     11th Annual Tom Ceglarsky Memorial Charity Cruise       Tom Henry Chevrolet Bakerstown, PA 

July 19     PVGP Vintage Races and Car Show       Schenley Park 
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Thanks to our 

Sponsors
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Please remember to tell our sponsors you saw their ad in  
Keeping PACE with the Times.  

Check out our website pacecamaro.net 
Like us on Facebook!


