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Spring Has Sprung???
Mother Nature is playing mind games with us
With daylight temperatures averaging 54 degrees in
February and 66 degrees in March, most people thought
that spring had arrived. Thoughts turned to getting the
Camaros out of storage and long, leisurely drives in the
extended daylight hours. And then came April.
Although we’re only two weeks into the month, this past
week’s temperatures only averaged a paltry 49 degrees,
and as I sit at my desk writing this edition, it’s snowing.
Not just a little flurry activity, but big flakes, covering
the cars, the daffodils, and causing icy patches to form
on the sidewalks and front steps. Global warming in
action.

Proudly Presents

Camaro
Cameos
Warning: Attending Car Cruises
May Be Hazardous to your Health.
(Your Financial health, that is.)

Icicles formed on one of the entires awaiting the start of yesterday’s event.

Last weekend, the North Hills Sports Car Club
cancelled its New Driver Orientation, and the season
opener scheduled for this Sunday was pushed back
two hours in the hopes that the event will still be able
to be held. The Pittsburgh Pirates have been playing
their opening homestand in long underwear and ski
masks. What gives?
Continued on page 3

This poignant piece of advice comes to us through
the courtesy of this month’s Camaro Cameo, Beth
and Gary Schroeder of West Deer Township. Beth
and Gary have belonged to PACE a little over a year
now, and some of you may be scratching your head,
trying to recall seeing their Camaro at any of the
usual venues to this point. Well, you’re not suffering
from early onset Alzheimer's if you can’t recall seeing
it, as it has yet to make an appearance.
Gary tells it this way. He and Beth began attending
the Friday night cruises at Wexford Starlite when
they realized that they wanted to be more than
spectators.
Continued on page 4
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Here we are in April already! Seems like it was just a few
weeks ago we had our Christmas Party. The start of cruise
season is just around the corner. I visited carcruises.com and
was pleasantly surprised to see how many entries they have so
far, way too many for me to list here. So I made a short list of
the cruises that are popular with the club and that we have
visited in the past. So get out your weekly planner and sharpen
your pencil because I have some cruise dates for you.
-- The Neville Island Bowling Alley will again have their
weekly cruises on Tuesday evenings starting on May 3rd.
-- Pittsburgh Mills will have their Wednesday and Friday
shows beginning May 4th & 6th.
-- Rochester Borough has scheduled Friday, May 27th.
-- Quaker Steak ‘n’ Lube will host a cruise every Sunday
starting May 29th at both their Robinson and Cranberry
locations.
-- Beaver Falls is scheduled for Saturday, June 11th.
-- The Butler Cruise-A-Palooza will be Saturday June 25th.
-- Beaver Hot Summer Nights takes place on Saturday, August
6th.
I could not find any information on the Moon Township or the
New Brighton cruises. I will let you know when I do. And of
course the two biggest cruises for PACE are our own Tom
Ceglarsky Memorial on July 16th and NEOCC’s Fall Classic
on September 10th and 11th. And then there’s the annual
Camaro/Mustang Showdown on Saturday June 4th.
You can find these and other event dates on our website. And
speaking of that, kudos to Matt Snyder for the walk thru he
presented at our April meeting. The members present were
highly impressed with what our website has to offer.
So get out in the garage and polish up the camaros and make
our club proud!

Mike

Continued from page 1

Well, I have no answers for the current weather
woes, but it takes more than subpar temperatures
and snowflakes to discourage the intrepid auto
enthusiast from mashing the pedal to the floor
once the green flag drops. Eight-three drivers
showed up in ski parkas and ear muffs to shake
the cobwebs from their cars and run a fast course
in 27 degrees around the North Park Swimming
Pool Parking lot.

In Case You Missed It
A Recap of April’s Meeting
Twenty-four members attended the April 5th meeting at The
Sports Grille in Cranberry Township with Mike Meerdo
presiding. Mike reported that 4 new members have joined
PACE since our last meeting. He also reported Denny
Schreiber won 1st place at the Piston Power Show in
Cleveland.
Mike has been advised by the Northway Christian Church
that due to a church function, there will be no cruise on
Friday July 15th, which was to be Camaro night. We were
offered to pick another date, so the membership decided on
July 22nd. Mike and Chuck Cvitkovic are to check with
Wright Chevrolet about possibly holding a cruise there. The
club is to look into purchasing golf shirts with the club logo,
as well as new business cards.

Roy’s 1980 Z28 “Ashley” sporting her new hood.

Roy Alger in particular seemed to enjoy the
weather, as he took second place in the Classic
American Muscle Traditional Class, followed
closely by JD Dauer piloting Doug Stewart's ’73
Z28. In all, there were four entries in the CAMT class and six in the CAM-C (contemporary)
class. It was decided that since last year CAM
has become such a popular class, to split the class
in accordance with the SCCA's definitions used
in national events.
So, regardless of what the thermometer reads, it’s
time to get to work on your Camaro so you don’t
miss out on any of the fun that’s ahead in the
spring and summer of 2016. Just remember to
throw some extra clothing in along with your
spare.

Jim Crnkovic made a motion to donate $100.00 to the
Huntingdon’s Disease Society of America in conjunction
with their Autocross May 1st, seconded by Roy Alger,
motion carried. Jim also reported the Pittsburgh Vintage
Grand Prix is talking with Chevrolet about naming the
Chevrolet Marque of the year with the Camaro its spotlight
car in conjunction with the 50th Anniversary of the Camaro.
We would need to plan now to move our cruise date for
2017, as it always falls on the race weekend.
Chuck reported August 13th is the date for the cruise to
Conneaut, with the rain date August 14th. He also asked if
there would be interest in taking a three hour train ride on
the Oil Creek/Titusville Railroad. Ticket prices range from
$17.00 to $30.00 per person.
Mike Meerdo asked if anyone was interested in the position
of activities coordinator, and Mike Zdinak said he would
work in conjunction with anyone who wants to coordinate
an event.
Matt Snyder gave a walk-through presentation of the club’s
website to try to increase the members utilization of its
many features. The next meeting will be held once again at
the Sports Grille on Tuesday May 3rd.

Continued from page 1

And so, the search was on. They decided they wanted to find a Camaro because of its classic lines, and
because Beth has fond memories of riding in her aunt’s ’76. It also helps that they live in close proximity to
Lutty’s Warehouse. They found a 1977 type LT a little over three years ago, but they seemed to have
taken on a much larger project than originally planned.

Originally equipped with a 305 CID engine, it had a 327 from a ’69 Impala installed it it by the time it found
its way to the Schroeder's. By Gary’s count, there are components from at least nine different cars.
They have completely replaced all the “aftermarket rust” with solid steel panels. When asked if they have
named the car, Gary said it would have to be something that meant “a big hole in the garage where they
shovel money into”. Nonetheless, progress has been made, slow but sure.
Beth is originally from Jamestown, NY, while Gary, a Pennsylvanian by birth, grew up in Tampa, FL.
They have two sons, Mason and Drew. “It may surprise everyone,” according to Gary, “if they knew that
Beth was actually completely sober when I proposed to her and has remained so throughout our
marriage, yet she still loves me!” She certainly must to have agreed to take on a project of this
magnitude. When not working on the Camaro, Beth enjoys knitting and crocheting, while Gary has been
known to play some hockey and work on a truck project (as if one project wasn’t enough.)
Their dream is to finish the car and actually take it to cruises, with their ultimate road trip a one way drive
to the beaches of Florida where they would like to retire. If they were visited by the Camaro Genie, they
would wish the car to be finished complete with a 2 2/3 inch cowl induction hood.
Gary and Beth, don’t lose heart. There are many PACE members who have been in the same position
as you, and have survived to see their project completed. Hope to see the
both of you soon to update us in
person as to the progress you’re
making. Good Luck from every one
at PACE and Keeping PACE with the
Times!

The Camaro Cameo
Spotlight is searching for a
member to feature next
month. Be ready, it could be
YOU!

THE 2016
SEASON IS
COMING
IN...
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Calendar of Events
April 10

NHSCC Autocross #1

North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot

April 16

Street Car Test ’n Tune Pittsburgh Raceway Park

April 24

NHSCC Autocross #2

April 28

Track Night in America 3:00 to 9:00

Pittsburgh Int’l. Race Complex, Wampum, PA

May 1

NHSCC Autocross #3 HDSA Event

North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot

May 3

PACE Monthly Meeting

May 3

Paradise Island Bowl Cruise 5:00 to ?

May 14

Street Car Drags Pittsburgh Raceway Park

May 15

Flashlight Drags 2:00 to 6:00

May 20

PACE West Virginia Penitentiary Tour

May 20, 21, 22

Import and Performance Nationals

Carlisle, PA

May 22

Classic Chevrolet Cruise Noon to 5:00

Bellevue, PA

May 27

Wexford Starlite Opening Night

Wexford, PA

May 29

NHSCC Autocross #4

May 29

Quaker Steak ’N Lube Cruise In Noon to 4:00

\May 30

Cuyahoga Falls Memorial Day Parade

June 4

Camaro/Mustang Showdown, Quaker Steak & Lube

June 4, 5

Great Lakes Musclecar Challenge, Pittsburgh Int’l. Race Complex

June 5

Valley Of Pgh. Classic Car Club, Noon to 4:00

June 7

PACE Monthly Meeting

June 11

Beaver Falls Falls Car Cruise 1:00 to 9:00

June 25

Butler Cruise-A-Palooza Noon to 7:00

New Alexandria, PA
North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot

The Sports Grille, Cranberry Twp.
Neville Island, PA
New Alexandria, PA
Waynesburg, PA
Moundsville, WV

North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot
Cranberry Twp., PA
Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Austintown, OH

Greater Pgh. Masonic Center

Wampum, PA
Cemetery Lane
TBA
Beaver Falls, PA

Butler Farm Show Grounds, Rt. 68

For a complete listing of car cruises, visit carcruises.com.

Thanks to our
Sponsors
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Please remember to tell our sponsors you saw their ad in
Keeping PACE with the Times.
Check out our website pacecamaro.net
Like us on Facebook!

All materials ©2016 jazznurse Publications. All rights reserved.

