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It is Official: Camaro Named Marque of the Year!
PVGP to honor 50 years of an American Icon
Dan DelBianco, Executive Director of the Pittsburgh
Vintage Grand Prix Association, announced on May 9th
that the Chevrolet Camaro is to be Marque of the Year
for their annual event in 2017. The announcement was
made after Chevrolet accepted a proposal to become a
major sponsor of the event in conjunction with the 50th
anniversary of the introduction the storied pony car.

Artists and students are asked to submit entries capturing
the spirit and flavor of the years designee, with the
winning artwork gracing billboards, posters and programs
for the remainder of the year. For this years poster, an EType Jaguar is depicted in a 1940s inspired comic book
art style.

This news should have a huge impact on PACE and will
make it an exciting time to be a member. There will be
plenty of opportunities to showcase the club and our
activities and if there was ever a time to increase our
membership reach beyond northern Allegheny, eastern
Beaver and southern Butler counties, that time is now.
The Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix, which will be
celebrating its own 35th anniversary in 2017, is a 10 day
festival of motorsports themed events throughout the
Pittsburgh area, culminating with the races through
Pittsburgh’s Schenley Park. To date, the PVGP has
raised four million dollars for its charities, The Autism
Society of Pittsburgh and Allegheny Valley School.
With everything from a black tie social extravaganza,
car shows and races, the PVGP has something to interest
all auto enthusiasts, no matter what your inclination.
Although the majority of the happenings takes place in
mid July, in reality it is a year long celebration
beginning in February with the Red Carpet Premiere at
the David L. Lawrence Convention Center. This is an
event hosted by the PVGP as a preview to the Auto
Show. In April, the official poster honoring that years
marque is revealed.

At this point, you may be asking yourself how to best
prepare next year. One good way would be to participate
in this years activities. The Kick-Off Rallye, which takes
place July 3rd, the Sunday before Race Week, is open to
all makes and models, and is a scavenger hunt on wheels.
Entries are currently being accepted, and the cost is
$75.00 for a team of two.
During Race Week, opportunities abound, beginning with
the Waterfront Car Cruise on Tuesday July 12 in
Homestead, Wednesday’s parade and car show downtown,
and Thursdays’ Countryside Tour, open to
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

With summer just around the corner, it’s the busiest time
of the year for any car club member. Not only are we
cleaning and maintaining our rides, but we are planning
and preparing for cruises, day trips and any other activities
that includes sitting behind the wheel of our pride and
joys. Many of these events need the cooperation of club
members to put forth their time and effort for things to go
smoothly. At PACE we are blessed with members who pull
together and help each other. Our annual Tom Ceglarsky
(PACE founder for those who are new to the club)
Memorial Cruise is our biggest event. Anna Seifert has
volunteered to coordinate the show this year but she will
need lots of help. We need donated items for our Chinese
Auction. If you know of any businesses who would like to
contribute something please ask. Many members make up
baskets or donate baked goods. We could use help in
arranging goodie bags, set up and tear down, directing cars
in the parking lot and so on. In years past with everyone’s
help things have run smoothly and I’m asking that we
continue this tradition. Also, with Mike Zdinak
unavailable, we need an activities coordinator to take his
place. We’ve gotten suggestions for day trips and gettogethers for the summer but we need someone who can
put it all together and we need someone soon.
Why did we join the PACE? I joined because I wanted to
be a part of a group that enjoys the same thing as I do,
namely Camaros! It would be great if all the members
could participate in all the activities but I know that is
impossible. With work schedules and family commitments
we can’t do it all. But I would like to see more members
try to make the meetings as this is where everything starts.
Its your suggestions, ideas, and input that keep things
moving along for PACE. As the saying goes “You only get
out of it what you put into it” holds true here. This is not
my club but OUR club. I would love to see everyone at the
meetings so that PACE continues for many years to come.

It’s All About Us!
PACE
Pittsburgh Area Camaro Enthusiasts
We are a nonprofit club dedicated to the enjoyment and
promotion of all generations of the Chevrolet Camaro.
We meet the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 at
various venues throughout the suburban Pittsburgh
area. Our mailing address is:

PACE
P.O. Box 15150
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-5421
Our website: www.pacecamaro.net
Like us on Facebook!
PACE Camaro Club
Officers for 2016

President:
Mike Meerdo
Vice President:
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Secretary:
Sue Ritchey
Treasurer:
AnnaMarie Seifert
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Copy Editor:
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In Case You Missed It

Continued from Page 1

A Recap of May’s Meeting

vintage cars, 1983 and older. And, of course, the
festivities climax on Saturday and Sunday with the races
and the International Car Show on the surrounding golf
course. All years, makes, and models are welcome to the
car show, with a cost of $35.00 for entrance both days.
You can’t park any closer to the action than this. Well
over 2,000 cars are on display every year, many one-of-akind. Your entry fee includes a program and dash plaque.
And, of course, the pre-race parade of the Marque of the

The regular meeting of PACE for May was held May 3rd at the
Sports Grille in Cranberry Township. President Mike Meerdo
shared that just prior to the meeting, he had a phone
conversation with Vice-president Mike Zdinak, who told him
that due to personal reasons he could no longer fulfill his
duties as vice-president. President Meerdo announced that
we will hold a special election at the June 7th meeting. Mike
reported that Star Haefner still had seven open spots for the
May 20th tour of the West Virginian Penitentiary, which she
had paid for in advance. Please get the word out so Star can
recoup her monies. Mike also mentioned that anyone who
wants to participate in the Cuyahoga Falls Memorial Day
parade to contact Morgan Iorio.
Kevin Voytosh told the
membership that he was approached by a member of the
committee planing the Aspinall Memorial Day Parade, who
have asked Kevin if he and other Camaro owners would be
interested in attending their parade. Please let Kevin know it
you are interested. A lunch will be provided at the Aspinall
VFW after their memorial service. Mike reminded members
that the Camaro/Mustang Showdown will be Saturday June
4th at the Quaker Steak & Lube in Austintown, Ohio. A five
dollar per car donation is requested. Morgan Iorio also asked
Mike to remind the membership that rooms are available at the
Holiday Inn Express for the NEOCC Fall Classic in September.
Kevin mentioned that another organization he is a member of,
Camaros Unlimited, will be a sponsor for the Fall Classic.
Denny Schreiber brought samples of PACE license plates he
has available for purchase. A discussion followed regarding Tshirts and polo or golf style shirts. Denny is to report back to
the membership about the cost of T-shirts and Pam Meerdo is
to look into the later. Denny further reported the the cruise at
Pittsburgh Mills will feature Camaros on July 17th, as Wexford
Starlite previously reported there will be no cruise there, due to
a church function. This is the night before the Tom Ceglarsky
Memorial Cruise. Camaro Night at Wexford Starlite will now
be held Friday July 22. In further discussion about our cruise
at Tom Henry Chevrolet, Mike reported in addition to the
fashion truck that visited last year, a jewelry truck will be there
for those wishing to peruse. He also expressed the need for
someone to take over as coordinator of that event, as Mike
Zdinak has stepped down, and AnnaMarie Seifert stepped
forward to fill this need. Sue Ritchey has contacted Jersey
Mike’s in Cranberry, and they will once again supply hoagies
for $3.50 each. In new business, Mike told that he has been
contacted by Christ Church at Grove Farm in regards to car
cruise and raffle they will be conducting on August 20th.
Representatives from this organization will be on hand at our
next meeting to explain in further detail. A special guest in
attendance was Mr. Ed Boots, Sr., who was in town to
celebrate his 75th birthday. Mike presented Mr. Boots with a
check for Store House, an organization for veterans Mr. Boots
volunteers at, as a memorial for his wife who passed away
recently. It was decided by the membership that our next
meeting will be held June 7th at Paradise Island Bowl on
Neville Island. If you missed May’s meeting, you missed a lot.
Plan on joining us in June at Paradise Island Bowl, and bring a
friend.

Year on the race course through Schenley Park. Can you
imagine the fun it will be to be a part of a procession of
three or four hundred Camaros from all six generations?
With the 1034th annual Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
less than two months away, the PVGP committees and
volunteers have lots to do, so there is very little time for
them to think about 2017 at this point, but for PACE, this
is the time to start gearing up. The Tom Ceglarsky
Memorial Charity Cruise will have to be moved. But,
because most of the other cruises members like to attend
are annual events, the question becomes when to
schedule it. The input of all members will be needed to
plan for next year, and take advantage of the opportunity
to have fun with all the Camaro owners who have yet to
hear about PACE. Start brain storming now and come
out to some of the 2016 vintage grand prix events, and
you’ll wonder why it took you so long to make it. I’ve
been a part of it for 33 years, and hopefully I’ll be a part
of it for many more.
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morphed into the whole red, white and blue motif. Not
one to go halfway, he continued in this vein with the
trunk and the interior. Go big, or go home. In this way,
Kevin has a little bit of his parents with him wherever
his travels takes him.

Camaro
Cameos

Then there’s the LEDs. Somewhere around 1,100 of
them were installed with the help of fellow PACE
member Denny Schreiber. The colors? You guessed it!
Red, white, and blue. Let Freedom ring!

Proudly Presents
This issue, the Camaro Cameo catches Kevin Voytosh in
the spotlight along with his 2010 RS named “Freedom”.
Kevin, who is a repeat offender (this is not the first
Camaro he has owned), has spent an incredible
amount of time and talent customizing his aqua blue
metallic V6 coupe. The color, which he tells me is
extremely rare, was picked out by his mom, because it
was the closest color to the ’91 teal RS he owned
previously. He regrettably traded that in for a car that
“more suited my needs at the time”. We all learn from
our mistakes. Kevin more than made up for his brief
stint as a the owner of a Ford F-150 pick-up when he
pre-ordered his new Camaro in October of 2008.

Kevin lives in Natrona Heights along with his wife Amy,
his dog Shea, and his big brother, Mike, who often
accompanies him to cruises. When he’s not on the road
with Freedom, Kevin enjoys collecting Lionel trains. He
is active in Camaros Unlimited, and is planning on
making the trip across the country to take in the big
Camaro rally in Sturgis, South Dakota. He has shown
Freedom at the World of Wheels the past two years, and
future modifications may include forced induction. Kevin
enjoys rocking out to 1980s heavy metal, and he is
anxiously awaiting the end of this dreary May weather
so he can take in a summer full of cruises and other
adventures.

Kevin started personalizing Freedom the way many of
us did, cold air intake, axel back Flowmaster exhaust,
Foose wheels, billet and polished chrome trim
throughout. But that’s where he made a turn from the
traditional path and blazed his own trail. His dad loved
eagles and displaying the red, white and blue, so as a
tribute to him, Kevin had his engine cover custom
airbrushed with an American Eagle. That sort of
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Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 7th
Paradise Island Bowl
Neville Island
See you there!

Calendar of Events
May 20, 21, 22

Import and Performance Nationals

Carlisle, PA

May 22

Classic Chevrolet Cruise Noon to 5:00

Bellevue, PA

May 27

Wexford Starlite Opening Night

Wexford, PA

May 29

NHSCC Autocross #4

May 29

Quaker Steak ’N Lube Cruise In Noon to 4:00

May 30

Cuyahoga Falls Memorial Day Parade

June 4

Camaro/Mustang Showdown, Quaker Steak & Lube

June 4, 5

Great Lakes Musclecar Challenge, Pittsburgh Int’l. Race Complex

June 5

Valley Of Pgh. Classic Car Club, Noon to 4:00

June 7

PACE Monthly Meeting

June 11

Beaver Falls Falls Car Cruise 1:00 to 9:00

June 25

Butler Cruise-A-Palooza Noon to 7:00

North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot
Cranberry Twp., PA
Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Austintown, OH
Wampum, PA

Greater Pgh. Masonic Center

Cemetery Lane

Paradise Island and Bowl, Neville Island, PA
Beaver Falls, PA
Butler Farm Show Grounds, Rt. 68

For a complete listing of car cruises, visit carcruises.com.
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Thanks to our
Sponsors
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Please remember to tell our sponsors you saw their ad in
Keeping PACE with the Times.
Check out our website pacecamaro.net
Like us on Facebook!

All materials ©2016 jazznurse Publications. All rights reserved.
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